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sex, offspring and happiness. The modern generation do not set
much store by this form of marriage. There are many reasons for
this attitude: That men of one and only one caste say, Brahims,
should be entitled to officiate as pnests at marriages, that the marriage
ceremony should be conducted in the Sanskrit language making it
difficult for the parties to appreciate or understand the rituals, that
the proprietary rights of the father over the bride should be transferred
in the name of 'Kanyadan1 and that the 'Saptapadi Mantra1 (Seven
Steps formula) be recited in terms of an appeal to the Hindu God
Vishnu are the objectionable features. This form of marriage smacks
of religiosity through and through. This orthodox marriage kills the
individual volition; ft debases the individuality. It strikes at human
progress. It is backward looking and reactionary. These orthodox
marriages cannot be ideal marriages in these days of social change
and scientific advancement.

Muslim Marriage

As per the provisions of Muslim Law, a Mohammedan man
is entitled to marry a Muslim or Christian woman; he cannot contract
a marriage with a woman of any other religion. The Muslim marriage
is based on agreement and it ripens into a contract. The bride is
asked to signify her assent or dissent to a proposal that the
bridegroom offers to marry her with Mahf at a certain amount. A
Muslim male, called "Wali", usually her uncle or brother acts on her
behalf/ The Wali asks for her consent before two witness. Either
she consents or her silince is considered as her consent. This is
reported to the 'Naib', the officiating priest. The witnesses nod their
approval. The bridegroom and the 'Wali' on behalf of the bride sign
in the 'Nikah' register. When these formalities are complied with the
marriage is treated as completed. Neither the bride nor the
bridegroom is allowed-to see the other before the marriage due to
the presence of the Purdah1 system. As the system of Muslim
marriage is one-sided and favours male domination it is injurious to
the interests of the women. A Muslim wife is denied many rights.
She cannot be the guardian of her own children. She is to lead
her life according to the dictates of the husband. The deplorable
condition of Muslim women does not command the approval of
sensible and intelligent men and women.

Christian Marriage

The Christian marriage is performed in the church. This takes
place before Ggd under the auspices of the priest. The bride takes